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Summary 

Tablet coating is one of the oldest pharmaceutical processes still is existence. 
Coating is a process by which an essentially dry, outer layer of coating material 
is applied to the surface of a dosage form in order to confer specific benefits 
over uncoated variety. Coating may be applied to a wide range of oral solid 
dosage form, such as particles, powders, granules, crystals, pellets and 
tablets. 

We will talk about the Introduction to Tablet Coating. This session will 
provide a general overview of the principles of Tablet pan coating. A high 
level review of coating formulation development and the critical process 
parameters (CPPs) for this common pharmaceutical unit operation will also 
be discussed. In Advances in Tablet Coating Technology session we will 
talk about Pfizer recent advances in pan coating technology, focusing on 
specific equipment requirements for aesthetic versus functional film coating.

Orally Disintegrating tablets (ODT) and Orally Disintegrating Films 
(ODF) are unique dosage forms, with very specific formulation and process 
development requirements. This session will provide a general overview 
of these dosage forms. The benefit to the patient and specific regulatory 
requirements for developing these presentations will also be discussed. 
Several recent case studies will be presented. The case studies will be 
described throughout these lectures.

Introduction to Dry Granulation from the Beginning to the End. In 
this session we will demonstrate a general overview of dry granulation. 
The excipient used in dry granulation formulas, the designs of the most 
common roller compactors, and critical process parameters and how they 
impact critical quality attributes. Case studies will be presented to illustrate 
the material. Deployment of New Technology - this session will provide 
students with an understanding of what is involved in deploying new 
technologies in pharmaceutical manufacturing. Technical, regulatory, and 
financial aspects will be presented using examples of product, equipment, 
and system new technologies. Finding New Solutions: Innovation, we will 
provide with unique innovative solutions to technical and business challenges 
is an issue facing all scientists and engineers. This session will illustrate a 
process used to find innovative solutions. The innovation behaviors and tools 
will be covered. Examples from innovation sessions will be used to illustrate 
the application of the innovation equation. Also we will talk about Pfizer 
Human Performance principals and the effect of a human error on the 
pharmaceutical operation. Technical Transfer Lessons learned talk will be 
focusing on the assessment, examples and outcomes after localization at the 
Russian market one of the Pfizer product.
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 Day            Topic               Delivered By 

Introduction to Tablet Coating  

Introduction to Dry Granulation 
from the Beginning to the End

Advances in Coating Technology.  
Case studies

Deployment of New Technology 

Formulation of Orally 
Disintegrating tablets (ODT) and 
Orally Disintegrating Films (ODF) 
Case studies

Technical Transfer Lessons 
Leaned 

Finding New Solutions: Innovation

Introduction to “TED” and 
Introduction to Human 
Performance
 

Practical Aspects of 
Pharmacovigilance in the 
Pharmaceutical Industry
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Hanan Anwar
Ph.D. Senior Manager
Product and Process Development, Pfizer USA

Dr. Anwar has 18 years’ experience in Pharmaceutical Process and Product 
Development. She joined Pfizer in 2004 as a member of the Product and Process 
Development team in Pfizer Global Supply.

Over the last 8 years Dr. Anwar has lead the development of Pfizer’s Internal ODT 
platform. This platform has been successfully utilized as a cost effective and 
agile development approach for several novel ODT formulations in support of the 
life-cycle management approach for several of Pfizer’s key products.  She works 
closely with the commercial product teams to identify new product enhancement 
opportunities for Pfizer’s portfolio. 

Dr. Anwar has extensive experience in all the contemporary  solid oral dose 
unit operations, her  particular area of interest has been tablet film-coating and 
advances in coating equipment  technology. In her current role Dr. Anwar also 
provides technical support to the Pfizer Solid Oral Dosage sites on an on-going 
basis.  She is a member of the Pfizer’s Innovation team and was the recipient of 
the 2008 PGS Innovation award.  

Dr. Anwar’s education includes a Master’s degree from the University of London, 
England and a Ph.D. from the University of Kentucky, College of Pharmacy. She 
holds two United States patents related to the development of Orally Disintegrating 
Tablets.  Prior to joining Pfizer, Dr. Anwar was with Schering Plough Research 
Institute (currently Merck) and Fuisz Technologies.   
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Albert Pichieri
Senior Manager, Solid Oral Dosage Process and Product 
Development group, Pfizer USA

Albert Pichieri has over 25 years’ experience in the pharmaceutical industry developing 
and manufacturing solid oral dosage products. Since joining Pfizer in 2004 he has 
worked in the area of continuous solid oral dosage manufacturing, dry granulation, 
remote process monitoring and support, and innovation. In 2010 he presented at an 
internal US FDA workshop on continuous processing. He is actively involved in Pfizer’s 
first and second generation PCMM (portable, continuous, modular, miniaturized) 
technology which is designed to as a flexible manufacturing platform. He developed 
tools for assessing the business case for deploying new manufacturing technology. 

Albert Pichieri is recognized for his skill reviewing manufacturing processes to identify 
the cause of quality, safety, and yield issues, and proposing practical solutions to 
address them. He is a Technical Team Leader for eplerenone tablets ensuring that 
technical issues affecting this product are addressed in a timely manner. The Technical 
Team Leader also supports product transfers between sites and launches in new 
markets. He is a certified Pfizer Innovation Coach.

Prior to joining Pfizer he worked for Hoffmann-La Roche for 13 years in the new product 
process development department. During this time he contributed to the CMC section 
of five new product filings for multiple dosage forms. Performed process and cleaning 
validations, and designed and oversaw the construction of two potent compound 
manufacturing suites. Other responsibilities included coordinating of daily activities in 
the GMP process development pilot plant, coordinating preventive maintenance and 
repairs of the pilot plant, and running the department GMP warehouse.

Albert earned a BS in Chemistry from Montclair State University, Upper Montclair, New 
Jersey, and a MS in Pharmaceutical Sciences, Queens, New York, with a concentration 
in Industrial Pharmacy. He started his career teaching high school chemistry.

Polina Kishinevskaya
Manager, Advanced Manufacturing Technology Group, 
Pfizer USA

Polina Kishinevskaya joined Pfizer at the Morris Plains, NJ site as a Scientist in 
the Product and Process Development group, in 1999. Since that she provided 
analytical, technical expertise to support projects and initiatives across the Pfizer 
Global manufacturing sites. Polina held a variety of positions within Pfizer Global 
Manufacturing Services, PGS organization, including an assignment as a team lead 
of the PPD Analytical Group.

Polina Kishinevskaya is working as a Principal Scientist/Manager in the Advanced 
Manufacturing Technology group at Pfizer Global Supply in Peapack, NJ USA. Her 
responsibilities have included providing wide range of analytical, Process Analytical 
Technology (PAT), materials characterization and multivariate analysis expertise for 
pharmaceutical process performance improvement and products and processes 
understanding. Currently Polina supports Analytical /Forced Degradation Studies 
activities required by ANVISA for Pfizer Local Market in Brazil. 

In addition to 17 years at Pfizer, Polina has worked with Johnson & Johnson and 
Medeva Pharmaceuticals Companies. Polina holds Master of Science Degree in 
Chemistry from the State University of Moldova and a Bachelor of Science from 
Rochester Institute of Technology, Rochester, NY USA.
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Pfizer: Working together for a healthier world
At Pfizer, we apply science and our global resources to bring therapies to people that 
extend and significantly improve their lives. We strive to set the standard for quality, 
safety and value in the discovery, development and manufacture of health care 
products. Our global portfolio includes medicines and vaccines as well as many of the 
world’s best-known consumer health care products.

Every day, Pfizer colleagues work across developed and emerging markets to 
advance wellness, prevention, treatments and cures that challenge the most feared 
diseases of our time. Consistent with our responsibility as one of the world’s premier 
innovative biopharmaceutical companies, we collaborate with health care providers, 
governments and healthcare organizations to support and expand access to reliable, 
affordable health care around the world. 

For more than 160 years, Pfizer is working to make a difference for all who rely on us.
To learn more, please visit us at www.pfizer.com and www.pfizer.ru

Pfizer in Russia
Pfizer story in Russia has started in 1992 and now more than 1000 employees work 
in more than 50 cities across the country. Today more than 100 Pfizer medicines are 
present on Russian market. Thanks to the company’s activities, not only to the well-
known drugs, but the latest scientific developments that changed the paradigm of a 
treatment of serious diseases becаme available to Russian patients.

In 2011 Pfizer launched the multi-faceted investment strategy «More Than.» The 
localization of important medicines, educational programs in partnership the 
leading universities, support of Russian research projects, these are the most 
important activities of Pfizer in Russia. By combining them, Pfizer’s investment 
strategy represents MORE THAN BUSINESS: it is the company’s contribution to the 
development of Russian innovations in the field of medicines, to the modernization 
of the pharmaceutical industry, to the improvement of quality of medical care, to 
the extension of life expectancy and the improvement of health and well-being of 
Russians.

Since 2010 the company continues the charitable program «Charity instead of 
souvenirs». Within the project, the company’s annual budget for souvenirs is spent 
for projects in the field of healthcare improvement. Since 2014, within the «More than 
rehabilitation» initiative in clinical centers of major cities of Russia the equipment of 
Rehabilitation cabinets for children with rheumatoid arthritis and chronicle diseases 
of muscular-skeleton system is taking place.

The company’s activity is recognized by a number of prestigious awards. For several 
years Pfizer is in the top of the most influential foreign pharmaceutical manufacturing 
companies according to the rating by the newspaper «Pharmvestnik». The company 
received the Platinum Ounce Award as the Best Employer three times.

Fatima Abazova
PhD, Medical Affairs Lead, 
Pfizer Innovative Health, Pfizer Russia

Fatima Abazova is a highly qualified and multi-experienced business executive 
and leader with 14 years’ experience in healthcare and 19 years’ experience in 
pharmaceutical industry in Russia.

During her pharmaceutical career Fatima got a wide experience in Medical and 
Regulatory management, Marketing ＆ Commercial Operations Expertise, Professional 
Relations, Continuous Education and External Affairs activities.

Fatima joined Wyeth Company, which later became acquired by Pfizer, in 2008. Prior 
to joining Wyeth Fatima worked for GlaxoSmithKline company.

Fatima graduated from the 2nd Moscow Medical Institute named by N.I. Pirogov and 
holds PhD in cardiology. 

Fatima together with V.K. Lepahin and J.B. Belousov participated in publication of the 
first Russian textbook on clinical pharmacology.
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